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SWCD's niche is providing soil and water conservation services to owners of private
lands. Privately owned lands make up 78% of the land in Minnesota. Managing these

lands, whether agricultural, forest, lakes, or urban, is key to Minnesota's quality of life.
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) are local units of government that

manage and direct natural resource management programs at the local level. Districts
work in both urban and rural areas, with landowners and with other units of

government, to carry out a program for the conservation, use, and development of
soil, water, and related resources.

About Benton Soil and Water
Our mission is to protect & enhance Benton County's soil, water & natural

resources; to nurture a conservation ethic by educating county residents on
conservation & environmental issues. Serving Benton County since 1948.

w w w . s o i l a n d w a t e r . o r g

Contact Us

14 2nd Ave W
Foley MN 56329

Follow Us
(clickable links)

YouTube

Facebook

320-968-5300 X3

Little Rock Lake- Benton County

A B O U T S W C D P A G E 2

https://www.facebook.com/BentonCountyMNSWCD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqzzW2oCSEgQllARBR2emEg
https://www.soilandwater.org/


N R C S  S t a f f
   

J o e y  L e B l a n c
C i v i l  E n g i n e e r

T e c h
 

B o n n i e
H a u b e n s c h i l d

O f f i c e  A s s i s t a n t
 

P a t  G e h l i n g
( r e t i r e d  e n d  o f

2 0 2 1 )
D i s t r i c t

C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t
 

T h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( U S D A )  p r o h i b i t s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,
n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  s e x ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a g e ,  d i s a b i l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  o r  m a r i t a l  o r  f a m i l y  s t a t u s .   ( N o t  a l l  p r o h i b i t e d

b a s e s  a p p l y  t o  a l l  p r o g r a m s ) .    P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  r e q u i r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m  i n f o r m a t i o n
( B r a i l l e ,  l a r g e  p r i n t ,  a u d i o t a p e ,  e t c . )  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  U S D A ' s  T A R G E T  C e n t e r  a t  2 0 2 - 7 2 0 - 2 6 0 0  ( v o i c e  a n d  T D D ) .  U S D A  i s  a n  e q u a l

o p p o r t u n i t y  p r o v i d e r  a n d  e m p l o y e r .

S W C D  S t a f f
 

G e r r y  M a c i e j  
D i s t r i c t  M a n a g e r

 
N a t h a n  S a n o s k i
D i s t r i c t  T e c h  

 
M i k e  M c M i l l i n
D i s t r i c t  T e c h

 
J e s s i c a  H o h e s i e l  

D i s t r i c t  T e c h
 

K e n d r a  S o m m e r f e l d
W a t e r  P l a n  T e c h

 
R e n e e  T h e l l

A d m i n  A s s i s t a n t
 

T i f f a n y  M u e l l n e r
D i s t r i c t  T e c h

StaffS T A F F P A G E  3

P a t  G e h l i n g ’ s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e
N R C S  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 0 t h  m a r k e d
t h e  e n d  o f  a  3 4 - y e a r  c a r e e r  w i t h
t h e  a g e n c y .  P a t  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s

c a r e e r  s e r v i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f
B e n t o n  C o u n t y  s i n c e  M a r c h  o f

1 9 9 2 .  H e  c e r t a i n l y  l e f t  h i s  m a r k  i n
o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  H e  a s s i s t e d  w i t h

m a n y  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s
y o u  c a n  s e e  ( a n d  m a n y  y o u  c a n ’ t

s e e )  a s  y o u  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  o u r
c o u n t y .  B e n t o n  C o u n t y  w o u l d n ’ t

b e  w h e r e  i t  i s  t o d a y  w i t h o u t  P a t ’ s
d e d i c a t i o n .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  y o u r
r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  N R C S  P a t !



N e w  S W C D  S t a f f  i n  2 0 2 1

Jessica Hoheisel 
District Technician 

Tiffany Muellner 
District Technician 

Kendra Sommerfeld
Water Plan Technician

S T A F F P A G E  4



At the local level supervisors play
an important role in how the
county deals with natural
resource management issues.
Serving as a supervisor is a great
opportunity for people who want
a voice in how we manage our
environment.

The Benton SWCD's board is made
up of 5 elected supervisors who
are elected by nomination
districts on the general ballot.
Supervisors do not participate in
the primaries and their terms are
staggered.

At the state level Benton SWCD
Supervisor Chuck Rau serves as the
Vice-President of the Minnesota
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD).
He will continue to serve as a
supervisor for the Benton SWCD and
represent area 2 SWCDs on the
MASWCD board of directors.

The MASWCD is a not-for-profit
Association that represents
Minnesota’s SWCDs. It helps to set
policy for various conservation
programs including: Reinvest in
Minnesota (RIM) Program, Minnesota
Wetland Conservation Act, and the
Clean Water, Land and Legacy
Amendment, and more.

A R E A 4
B e r n i e T h o l e
3 2 0 - 2 6 6 - 8 4 3 6

A R E A 1
W a d e B a s t i a n
3 2 0 - 2 6 6 - 6 8 8

A R E A 2
J o s e p h J o r d a n
7 6 3 - 8 5 6 - 3 1 9 2

A R E A 3
J a k e S c h e r e r
3 2 0 - 3 5 5 - 2 3 4 3

A R E A 5
C h u c k R a u

3 2 0 - 3 9 3 - 4 8 3 4

Left to right: Wade Bastian, Joe Jordan, Bernie Thole, Jake Scherer, Chuck Rau

B o a r d o f S u p e r v i s o r sS W C D B O A R D P A G E 5

https://www.soilandwater.org/board-of-supervisors
https://www.maswcd.org/Board_and_Staff/maswcd_board_of_directors_and_staff.htm
https://www.maswcd.org/
https://www.maswcd.org/Board_and_Staff/maswcd_board_of_directors_and_staff.htm
https://www.maswcd.org/Board_and_Staff/maswcd_board_of_directors_and_staff.htm


Thank you to everyone involved including our Benton County
Commissioners, state and federal legislators, state conservation agencies,
local conservation organizations and our property owners for taking the

initiative to improve this community.

2021 Benton County Board of
Commissioners

West Central Technical Service Area
(WCTSA) Staff

T h e  W C T S A  s t a f f  f i l l s  a  c r i t i c a l
r o l e  f o r  S W C D ' s  b y  p r o v i d i n g

e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l
a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t

c o u l d  n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n
a n  i n d i v i d u a l  S W C D .  T S A  s t a f f

a l s o  a s s i s t s  u s  w i t h  d r o n e
f o o t a g e  o f  p r o j e c t s .  

 W e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o
o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  B e n t o n  C o u n t y

C o m m i s s i o n e r s .   I n  2 0 2 1 ,
$ 2 3 9 , 5 0 0  w a s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e

S W C D  b y  B e n t o n  C o u n t y  t o
s u p p o r t  o u r  c o n s e r v a t i o n

e f f o r t s .
 

W e l c o m e  t o  o u r  n e w  B e n t o n
C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  -

S c o t t  J o h n s o n ,  J a r e d
G a p i n s k i ,  a n d  B e t h

S c h l a n g e n !

W C T S A  s t a f f  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  L u k e  H e r k e n h o f f ,  R o s s
R e i f f e n b e r g e r ,  a n d  S t e v e  L i n o w .  N o t  p i c t u r e d  M a r k

G r e v e  a n d  T i m  E b n e t .  

F r o n t  R o w ,  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :  B e t h  S c h l a n g e n ,  E d  P o p p
B a c k  R o w ,  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :  S c o t t  J o h n s o n ,  S t e v e  H e i n e n ,

J a r e d  G a p i n s k i

P a r t n e r sP A R T N E R S P A G E  6



Thank you to all of our partnering agencies!

P A R T N E R S P A G E  7

https://littlerocklake.org/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/


$679,652
OPERATIONAL REVENUE IN 2021

2021 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  u s e d
f o r  p e r s o n n e l  s a l a r y

a n d  b e n e f i t s ,
S u p e r v i s o r  a n d  W a t e r

R e s o u r c e s  A d v i s o r y
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r

e x p e n s e s ,  r e n t ,
s u p p l i e s ,  t r a v e l ,  t r e e

p r o g r a m ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s
a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d

e x p e n s e s

 F u n d s  a d m i n i s t e r e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  S W C D ,

N R C S ,  F S A  a n d  B e n t o n
C o u n t y  P r o g r a m .

L a n d o w n e r
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r

f e d e r a l  f u n d e d
p r o j e c t s  a r e  n o t

a v a i l a b l e  s o
c o o p e r a t o r  f u n d s

d i s p l a y e d  a r e
e s t i m a t e s .  

B e n t o n  S W C D  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e v e n u e  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y ,
d i s t r i c t  ( t r e e / p r o d u c t  s a l e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  r e n t a l )  a n d  o t h e r .  W e  a l s o  r e l y  o n

a  v a r i e t y  o f  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  c o s t - s h a r e ,  i n c e n t i v e s ,  p r o g r a m
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a n n u a l  r e n t a l  p a y m e n t s .  

S W C D  F I N A N C I A L S P A G E  8

$1,674,650
IN CONTRIBUTIONS FOR CONSERVATION PROJECTS IN 2021

$0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000

Federal 

State 

Benton County 

District/Misc. 

$0 $250,000 $500,000 $750,000 $1,000,000 $1,250,000

Federal Funds 

State Funds 

Cooperator Funds 

Other Funds 



2021 ECONOMIC IMPACT

$837,325
LOCAL FUNDS RECIRCULATED IN BENTON

COUNTY
ASSUMING 50% OF TOTAL FUNDS IS USED LOCALLY

$1.23M
SPENT FROM FEDERAL COST SHARE

FUNDS

$129,404
SPENT FROM STATE COST SHARE

FUNDS

$308,777
SPENT FROM LANDOWNER

CONTRIBUTIONS/COST SHARE

O u r p r o j e c t s b r i n g o u t s i d e r e s o u r c e s i n t o B e n t o n C o u n t y a n d e n c o u r a g e s
c i t i z e n s t o i n v e s t i n t h e i r r e s o u r c e s l o c a l l y . L o c a l c o n t r a c t o r s a n d

r e s o u r c e s a r e u s e d i n m a n y o f o u r p r o j e c t s .

S W C D F I N A N C I A L S P A G E 9

$1.67M
TOTAL SPENT ON CONSERVATION PRACTICES

IN BENTON COUNTY IN 2021



2 0 2 1  S W C D  T o u r  o f  P r a c t i c e s  i n  p e r s o n  e v e n t
B e n t o n  S W C D ' s  O u t s t a n d i n g  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o n t e s t  2 0 2 1
C o l o r i n g ,  e s s a y ,  p o s t e r s  c o n t e s t

T h e m e  w a s  " H e a l t h y  F o r e s t s  H e a l t h y  C o m m u n i t i e s "
T o t a l  o f  5 1 1  c o l o r i n g  s h e e t s ,  3 9 7  p o s t e r ,  5 6  m u r a l s ,  a n d  5 4
e s s a y s !
T o t a l  o f  $ 1 , 3 4 4 . 0 0  w o r t h  o f  p r i z e  m o n e y  i s s u e d  t o  t h e
w i n n i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .

P r o j e c t  t i m e - l a p s e  v i d e o s  
S o l d  2 5 , 5 2 0  t r e e s / s h r u b s  i n  o u r  2 0 2 1  T r e e  P r o g r a m
Y o u T u b e  V i d e o  o f  s e e d  d r i l l  r e n t a l
W e e k l y  F a c e b o o k  p o s t s
5  s o c i a l  m e d i a  v i d e o s  t o  a d v e r t i s e  p r o j e c t s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d
f u n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
N u m e r o u s  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s
N e w  i n f o g r a p h i c s ,  b r o c h u r e s ,  a n d  h a n d o u t  m a t e r i a l s  f o r
p r o g r a m s

2 0 2 1  E d u c a t i o n  O u t r e a c h  H i g h l i g h t s  
 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
B e n t o n  S W C D  h a s  m a d e  a  c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d

o u t r e a c h  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  f i r s t  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  O u t r e a c h
p l a n  w a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  u p d a t e d .

O U T R E A C H P A G E  1 0

H E R A R T S  I N  A C T I O N



E a c h  y e a r ,  S W C D ' s
i n  M i n n e s o t a

r e c o g n i z e
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r
o u t s t a n d i n g

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n
i m p l e m e n t i n g
c o n s e r v a t i o n
p r a c t i c e s  a n d

i m p r o v i n g
M i n n e s o t a ' s  n a t u r a l

r e s o u r c e s .

Education and Outreach
Benton SWCD's Outstanding Conservation
Contest 2021

R e - e n r o l l e d  1 4 5 . 7 6  a c r e s  i n  C R P  i n  2 0 2 0  
E s t a b l i s h e d  a  1 3 . 1  a c r e s  o f  p o l l i n a t o r  h a b i t a t  p l a n t e d  i n  2 0 2 1 .
F i n a n c i a l  s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  R o c k  L a k e  D r a w d o w n  p r o j e c t  o f
2 0 1 9 ,  F a r m  B i l l  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m ,  a n d  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r
S t e w a r d s h i p  W e e k .
D o n a t e d  2  t r e e  p l a n t e r s  a n d  a  p l o t  m a s t e r  t o  B e n t o n  S W C D .  
a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s !

R i c e  A r e a  S p o r t s m e n ' s  C l u b  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  B e n t o n  S W C D ’ s
2 0 2 1  O u t s t a n d i n g  C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t .  

 
B e l o w  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  C l u b  h a s  d o n e ;

O U T R E A C H -  O C C P A G E  1 1

Gerry Maciej (Benton SWCD Manager), Joe Jordan (Benton SWCD Supervisor), Rice
Sportsman Club board members Mike Kahl and Mark Reimer, Chuck Rau and Wade
Bastian (Benton SWCD Supervisors)



GRANT PROGRAMS AND
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

P A G E  1 2



T h e  M i n n e s o t a  L e g i s l a t u r e
a p p r o p r i a t e d  a p p r o x .  $ 2 6 1 M  o f  c l e a n
w a t e r  f u n d s  t o  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r s  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 .
C l e a n  W a t e r  F u n d  d o l l a r s  c o m e  f r o m
t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r ,  L a n d  a n d  L e g a c y
A m e n d m e n t .

A p p r o x .  3 3 %  o f  t h o s e  f u n d s  a r e
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r  F u n d  t o
p r o t e c t ,  e n h a n c e ,  a n d  r e s t o r e  w a t e r
q u a l i t y  i n  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s ,  s t r e a m s ,  a n d
g r o u n d w a t e r  i n  M i n n e s o t a .

M a n y  o f  B e n t o n  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ' s
p r o g r a m s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e

C l e a n  W a t e r  F u n d s  a n d  C l e a n  W a t e r ,  L a n d  a n d  L e g a c y
A m e n d m e n t .  

 
T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d

i m p r o v i n g  o u r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i n  B e n t o n  C o u n t y .

Little Rock Lake- Benton County

Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment
Clean Water Funds

C L E A N  W A T E R  F U N D S P A G E  1 3



Elk River Watershed 
Grant Program Highlight

2 0 2 1  H I G H L I G H T S
6  w e t l a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n s
( 3 5 . 7 5  a c r e s )
7  c o v e r  c r o p  p r o j e c t s
1  t e r r a c e  
1  s e p t i c  s y s t e m  r e p a i r
1  w a t e r  a n d  s e d i m e n t
b a s i n

E L K  R I V E R  W A T E R S H E D P A G E  1 4

554 LBS
PHOSPHOROUS POLLUTION

REDUCED

503 TONS
SEDIMENT POLLUTION REDUCED  

$160,798
COST SHARE IN 2021

B e n t o n  S W C D  h a s  i n s t a l l e d  3 6  B M P s  s i n c e  2 0 1 6  i n  t h i s  w a t e r s h e d  w i t h
2  C l e a n  W a t e r  F u n d  g r a n t s  t o t a l i n g  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  6 1 3 - s q u a r e - m i l e

w a t e r s h e d  s p a n s  a c r o s s  B e n t o n  a n d  S h e r b u r n e  c o u n t y .   
 

T h i s  g r a n t  w i l l  a i d  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  a l g a e
b l o o m s  a n d  e n h a n c e  a q u a t i c  l i f e  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  u s e r s  o f  b o t h

M a y h e w  L a k e  a n d  B i g  E l k  L a k e .  R e c e n t  m o n i t o r i n g  d a t a  s h o w s
d e c r e a s i n g  t r e n d s  i n  b a c t e r i a  l e v e l s ,  p h o s p h o r o u s  a n d  c h l o r o p h y l l -  a

l e v e l s .  M o r e  d a t a  r e s u l t s  c o m i n g  i n  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3 .
 

T h e  2 0 2 0  B i g  E l k  &  M a y h e w  L a k e s  P h o s p h o r u s  R e d u c t i o n  P r o g r a m
g r a n t  o f  $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  h e l p e d  c o m p l e t e  p r o j e c t s  i n  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1 .

 
A n o t h e r  g r a n t  w a s  a w a r d e d  i n  l a t e  2 0 2 1  t o  c o n t i u n e  t h i s  w o r k .  



Elk River Watershed 
Grant Program Highlight

E L K  R I V E R  W A T E R S H E D P A G E  1 5



A property owner in the Elk River Watershed completed a wetland
restoration in 2021.  The project wil l  restore approximately 2.25 acres of
drained seasonal wetland habitat.  

This is  part of  a larger scale effort to combat non-native aquatic
invasive species such as reed canary grass and hybrid cattai ls  in Benton
County.  

Wetland restorations can improve wildl i fe habitat,  f loodwater retention,
water quality and increase beneficial  native wetland plants.

Partners:
U.S.  Fish and Wildl ife Service
Benton County (Aquatic Invasive Species grant) .  
Fish and Wildl ife was the engineer and overseen construction for the
project.  

0.44 TONS
SEDIMENT POLLUTION REDUCED PER YEAR

0.11 LBS
PHOSPHOROUS POLLUTION REDUCED PER YEAR

Elk River Watershed: 
Project Highlight

E L K  R I V E R  W A T E R S H E D -
P R O J E C T

P A G E  1 6



Little Rock Lake Watershed
Since the TMDL was completed in 2012,  there's been 95 projects
completed in this watershed.

Projects used cost-share funds provided by the Minnesota Clean
Water Land and Legacy Amendment,  the 
landowner,  Litt le Rock Lake Association,  
and federal  program funds.  
These projects have resulted in 
reductions of suspended solids,  
sediment,  phosphorus,  nitrogen 
and fecal  coliform in the 
watershed. 

2
PROJECTS IN 2021

L I T T L E  R O C K  L A K E
W A T E R S H E D

P A G E  1 7

Little Rock Lake- Benton County



Little Rock Lake Watershed:
Project Highlight
T h i s  l a n d o w n e r  h a d  s o m e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e r o s i o n  i s s u e s  f r o m  e x c e s s
w a t e r .  P a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  J u n e  o f  2 0 2 1  w i t h
f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  L i t t l e  R o c k  L a k e  G r a n t .  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  L i t t l e  R o c k  L a k e  W a t e r s h e d  w a t e r
q u a l i t y  a n d  w i l l  t o  r e d u c e  s e d i m e n t  a n d  p h o s p h o r o u s  p o l l u t i o n
r a t e s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .   

36.8 TONS
SEDIMENT POLLUTION

REDUCED PER YEAR

32 LBS
PHOSPOHROUS POLLUTION

REDUCED PER YEAR

Before After

L I T T L E  R O C K  L A K E
W A T E R S H E D -  P R O J E C T

P A G E  1 8



Little Rock Lake Watershed
Stream Monitoring

15 WATER SAMPLES
FROM BUNKER HILLS CREEK IN 2021

18 WATER SAMPLES
FROM LITTLE ROCK CREEK IN 2021

W e ' v e  h a s  b e e n  m o n i t o r i n g  L i t t l e  R o c k  C r e e k ,  B u n k e r  H i l l  C r e e k  a n d
S u c k e r  C r e e k  s i n c e  2 0 1 6  i n  o r d e r  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  b e s t
m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  a c h i e v i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y
g o a l s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  M P C A .  

A  m o n i t o r i n g  r e p o r t  c o m p l e t e d  i n  2 0 1 8
c o m p a r i n g  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 8  d a t a  t o  2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 8
d a t a  i n d i c a t e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  L i t t l e  R o c k  
C r e e k  a n d  B u n k e r  H i l l  C r e e k .  

W a t e r  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e s e  w a t e r s  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e y  d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  M i s s .
R i v e r  j u s t  u p s t r e a m  o f  t h e  S t .  C l o u d  
D r i n k i n g  W a t e r  T r e a t m e n t  P l a n t  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  
S t .  C l o u d .  

M o n i t o r i n g  r e s u l t s  f r o m  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1  
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g .  F u t u r e  p l a n s  t o  m o n i t o r  
w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a t  S u c k e r  C r e e k  i n  2 0 2 2 .

Little Rock Creek- Benton County 

L I T T L E  R O C K  L A K E
W A T E R S H E D -  S T R E A M
M O N I T O R I N G

P A G E  1 9



All graphs and statistical data obtained from
RMB Lakes Database

Little Rock Watershed
Little Rock Lake Monitoring

The Little Rock Lake Association has been monitoring water quality of
Litt le Rock Lake since 2012. Secchi depth water clarity measurements,

phosphorus, and Chlorophyll-a are taken monthly at three different
sites. The monitoring data continues to show that work completed in the

Little Rock Lake Watershed is leading to positive water quality impacts
in Litt le Rock Lake.

Some monitoring graphs and data below for two sites in 2021.

L I T T L E R O C K L A K E
W A T E R S H E D - L A K E
M O N I T O R I N G

P A G E 2 0

Site 212 Site 204



Little Rock Lake Drawdown Project
2021 Update

 2021 water quality data is  slowly showing improvements to
water quality.  Phosphorus levels are decreasing and Secchi

depth (water clarity)  is  increasing.  Algae is  sti l l  present in the
lake,  however,  it  is  not the same toxic algae that was present

before the drawdown.
 

Microcystin algae before the drawdown was 100 times more
than normal but post drawdown it  is  now within normal levels

(though sti l l  high) .  MN DNR did a vegetation survey in 2021
and it  showed native species diversity and quantity is

increasing.  There's more native vegetation in the water and
on the shoreline in 2021!  

Little Rock Lake- Benton Countty

L I T T L E  R O C K  L A K E
D R A W D O W N

P A G E  2 1



Little Rock Lake Drawdown Project
2021 Update

Before in 2007 After in 2021 

Little Rock Lake 2021 - Benton Countty

L I T T L E  R O C K  L A K E
D R A W D O W N

P A G E  2 2



One Watershed One Plan Program

BWSR is al located funds from the
Clean Water Fund (CWF) for the
acceleration of implementation for
One Watershed, One Plan Program.

Water resource management has started to shift to management based
on watershed boundaries rather than county boundaries. The One
Watershed One Plan (1W1P) program emphasizes forming stronger
partnerships between local governments and upstream and downstream
neighbors in order to develop a more priorit ized, targeted and
measurable implementation plan.

These comprehensive watershed management plans address water
quality and quantity, groundwater, drinking water, habitat, recreation,
and other issues. Once the comprehensive water management plans are
completed, each watershed wil l be provided funding by the state to
implement the highest priority projects.

3
WATERSHEDS IN
BENTON COUNTY2

WATERSHED PLANS IN
PROGRESS AS OF 2021 IN
BENTON COUNTY

O N E W A T E R S H E D O N E P L A N P A G E 2 3



One Watershed One Plan Program
Rum River Watershed

The Rum River Watershed boundary
covers 1 ,013,760 acres of the Upper
Mississippi River Basin in central
Minnesota,  stretching from Mil le Lacs
Lake in the north to the confluence with
the Mississippi River in the city of Anoka.

R u m  R i v e r  O n e  W a t e r s h e d  O n e
P l a n

h t t p s : / / w w w . m i l l e l a c s s w c d . o r g
/ r u m - r i v e r - o n e - w a t e r s h e d -

o n e - p l a n /

T h e  R u m  R i v e r  1 W 1 P  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s
b e g a n  i n  l a t e  2 0 1 8  a n d  c o n t i n u e d
t h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 1 .  

T h e  p l a n  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e
c o m p l e t e d  i n  2 0 2 2  w i t h
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  s t a r t i n g  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  f u n d i n g  .   

West Branch Rum River- Benton County

O N E  W A T E R S H E D  O N E  P L A N P A G E  2 4

https://www.millelacsswcd.org/rum-river-one-watershed-one-plan/


One Watershed One Plan Program
Mississippi River St. Cloud Watershed
(MRSC)

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  T h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  S t .  C l o u d  W a t e r s h e d  p a r t n e r s h i p
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s u b m i t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  B W S R  f o r  O n e
w a t e r s h e d  O n e  P l a n  p l a n n i n g  g r a n t .  T h i s  w a t e r s h e d  l i e s  i n  a
l a r g e  a r e a  o f  B e n t o n  C o u n t y  a n d  w i l l  b e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p i e c e  o f
o u r  w a t e r  p l a n n i n g .

T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  r e c e i v e d
f u n d i n g  t o  s t a r t  p l a n n i n g  i n
2 0 2 1 .  P l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  w i l l
t a k e  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  2 0 2 2 -
2 0 2 3 .  

T o t a l  w a t e r s h e d  a r e a  i s
7 1 7 , 3 7 8  a n d  i n c u d e s  
B e n t o n  C o u n t y ,  C l e a r w a t e r
R i v e r  W D ,  M e e k e r  C o u n t y ,
M i l l e  L a c s  C o u n t y ,
M o r r i s o n  C o u n t y ,  S t e a r n s
C o u n t y ,  S h e r b u r n e  C o u n t y ,
W r i g h t  C o u n t y .

Mississippi River-- Saint Cloud

O N E  W A T E R S H E D  O N E  P L A N P A G E  2 5



I n 2 0 2 1 t h e M i n n e s o t a l e g i s l a t u r e a p p r o v e d a n a d d i t i o n a l $ 2 . 5 M
f o r R e i n v e s t i n M i n n e s o t a ( R I M ) t o m a k e p e r m a n e n t e a s e m e n t s

a n o p t i o n f o r w i l l i n g l a n d o w n e r s w i t h i n t h e n i n e - c o u n t y
w a t e r s h e d , w h i c h i n c l u d e s B e n t o n C o u n t y .

T h e f i r s t $ 3 M o f e a s e m e n t f u n d i n g w a s c o m m i t t e d t o j u s t o v e r
3 , 0 0 0 a c r e s i n a b o u t a y e a r , l e a v i n g o v e r 1 , 1 0 0 a c r e s o n a

w a i t i n g l i s t . T h e s e c o n d r o u n d o f f u n d i n g a i m s t o p r o t e c t a t
l e a s t 1 , 7 5 0 a c r e s .

S o i l a n d w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n d i s t r i c t s a n d p a r t n e r s l i k e T h e
N a t u r e C o n s e r v a n c y a n d P h e a s a n t s F o r e v e r p r o m o t e t h e R I M
e a s e m e n t p r o g r a m t o t h e m o s t e c o l o g i c a l l y v a l u a b l e l a n d s .

Rum River Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM)
West Branch Rum River

513 TOTAL
ACRES
PROTECTED IN BENTON COUNTY

8 TOTAL
EASEMENTS
IN BENTON COUNTY

West Branch Rum River- Benton County

6.35 MILES
OF SHORELINE PROTECTED IN BENTON COUNTY

R E I N V E S T I N M I N N E S O T A P A G E 2 6
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Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality
Certification (MAWQCP)

13
FARM CERTIFIED IN

BENTON COUNTY SINCE
PROJECT INCEPTION

9,562
ACRES CERTIFIED N BENTON

COUNTY SINCE PROGRAM
INCEPTION

1  Farm certif ied with
a total  of  904 acres
3 farm assessments
in progress
West Central  Area
(our area) is  at 251
farms certif ied on
176,831 acres of the
800,915 acres
Statewide.

Highlights of 2021

 A  v o l u n t a r y  p r o g r a m  f o r  f a r m e r s  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s  t h a t  p r o t e c t s
M i n n e s o t a ' s  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .  M A W Q C P  r e c o g n i z e s  p r o d u c e r s  f o r
t h e i r  w o r k  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  I t  p u t s  f a r m e r s  i n  t o u c h
w i t h  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  e x p e r t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  m i t i g a t e

a n y  r i s k s  t h e i r  f a r m  p o s e s  t o  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  
O n c e  c e r t i f i e d ,  e a c h  f a r m  i s  d e e m e d  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  w a t e r

q u a l i t y  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  1 0  y e a r s .  F a r m e r s  c a n  u s e  t h e i r
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a t u s  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  m a r k e t  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  a s

p r o t e c t i v e  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .
 

https://www.mda.state.mn.us/environment-sustainability/minnesota-agricultural-water-quality-certification-program


Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality
Certification (MAWQC): Project Highlight

M N  A G  W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y P A G E  2 8



National Association of Conservation
Districts Technical Assistance (TA)
Grant

2

2781.5 TOTAL
ACRES
BENEFITTED IN BENTON COUNTY
2020-2021

$55,000
AWARDED TO BENTON SWCD
FOR 2021-2022

F a r m e r s a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d o w n e r s i n B e n t o n C o u n t y h a v e
s h o w n a v e r y h i g h i n t e r e s t i n c o n s e r v a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y o v e r t h e
l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . B e n t o n S W C D t e c h n i c i a n s a r e a b l e t o c o n d u c t
o n e o n o n e c o n s u l t a t i o n s a n d p l a n n i n g w i t h t h e s e l a n d o w n e r s
t h r o u g h t h i s g r a n t .

5 0 l a n d o w n e r s a s s i s t e d
2 7 C o n s e r v a t i o n P l a n s
3 7 E Q I P c o n t r a c t s
a s s i s t e d

1 0 d e s i g n s
2 f u n d e d c o n t r a c t s
1 i n s t a l l e d c o n t r a c t
1 c e r t i f i e d p r a c t i c e
o n e h i s t o r i c a l l y
u n d e r s e r v e d
p r o d u c e r w i t h 3 3 2 . 3
a c r e s

NACD Highlights for
2020-2021

B e n t o n S W C D w a s a w a r d e d f u n d i n g
a g a i n f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n
o f C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t s ( N A C D )
T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e G r a n t .

W e u s e t h e s e f u n d s t o f o c u s o n
C o n s e r v a t i o n O p e r a t i o n s T e c h n i c a l
A s s i s t a n c e ( C O T A ) P l a n n i n g .

N A C D G R A N T P A G E 2 9



Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP)

EQIP provides federal  funds
to address local  resource
concerns.  It  provides f inancial
assistance,  either to off-set
the cost of implementation or
as an incentive,  to assist  crop,
l ivestock,  and other
operations.

8
CONTRACTS IN BENTON

COUNTY FOR 2021

$1.03M
IN CONTRACTS IN 2021 

620 acres of nutrient
management practices
1 well  seal ing
4 slacking slab projects
302 ft .  of  windbreaks
instal led
22 acres of pasture
seeding
1 stream crossing project
1  seasonal high tunnel
project

EQIP Highlights of 2021

E Q I P P A G E  3 0



A  l a n d o w n e r  i n s t a l l e d  a n  a g - w a s t e  s t o r a g e  s y s t e m  u s i n g  t h e
E Q I P  p r o g r a m  i n  2 0 2 1 .  

 
T h e  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  w a s t e  s t o r a g e  p o n d ,  s t a c k i n g  s l a b ,

a n d  c l o s u r e  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  n o n - c o m p l i a n t  w a s t e  s t o r a g e
p o n d .  T h e  n e w  s t o r a g e  p o n d  h a s  a  H i g h  D e n s i t y  P o l y e t h y l e n e

( H D P E )  l i n e r  a n d  i s  1 2 ’  d e e p  x  2 4 6 ’  w i d e  x  3 5 6 ’  l o n g .   I t  w i l l
h o l d  5 . 2  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s  a n d  p r o v i d e  1 4  m o n t h s  o f  s t o r a g e .   

 
T h e  s t a c k i n g  s l a b  w i l l  b e  6 0 ’  x  8 0 ’  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  6  m o n t h s
o f  s t o r a g e .   R u n o f f  f r o m  t h e  s t a c k i n g  s l a b  w i l l  c o l l e c t e d  a n d

d r a i n  t o  t h e  s t o r a g e  p o n d .    

Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP): Project Highlight

E Q I P -  P R O J E C T P A G E  3 1

41 LBS
PHOSPHOROUS POLLUTION

REDUCED PER YEAR

122 LBS
NITROGEN POLLUTION REDUCED

PER YEAR



CRP aims to re-establish valuable land cover to help improve water
quality,  prevent soi l  erosion and reduce loss of wildl i fe habitat.  It 's    
become one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in
the U.S.  

CCRP is  a voluntary program that focuses on using grasses and
trees to protect and improve soi l ,  air ,  water,  and enhance f ish and
wildl ife habitat using various conservation practices.  

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and
The Continuous Conservation Reserve
Program (CCRP)

10
CRP CONTRACTS IN

BENTON COUNTY IN 2021 $191,264
PAID TO LANDOWNERS IN CRP IN

2021

CRP- Benton County

C R P  &  C C R P P A G E  3 2

137.82
ACRES ENROLLED IN CRP 2021

16
CCRP CONTRACTS IN BENTON

COUNTY IN 2021

114.67
ACRES ENROLLED IN CCRP 2021



Groundwater Research:
Project Highlight

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  a  f a r m  n e a r  R i c e ,  M N  i s  c o m i n g  u p  o n  a  d e c a d e  o f
g r o u n d w a t e r  n i t r a t e  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  s t u d y  l o o k s  a t  t h e

a m o u n t s  o f  n i t r a t e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  g r o u n d w a t e r ,  w h i c h  c a n
c o m e  f r o m  t h e  n i t r o g e n  m a n a g e m e n t  a b o v e  g r o u n d  b u t  a l s o

n a t u r a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  s o i l s .
 

1 2  l y s i m e t e r s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  ( w h i c h  a r e  i n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d
c o l l e c t  t h e  w a t e r )  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S c h l i c h t i n g

F a m i l y  F a r m s ,  M i n n e s o t a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  u s !
R e c e n t l y  t h e  S c h l i c h t i n g  F a m i l y  a g r e e d  t o  e x p a n d  t o  a  t o t a l

o f  1 7  l y s i m e t e r s !

R E S E R A C H  P R O J E C T P A G E  3 3



Pharmaceutical Waste Collection 
Program
Minnesota Pollution Control  Agency provides Benton County
with funds from SCORE (Select Committee on Recycling and
the Environment) .  Benton SWCD in partnership with Benton
County Sheriff ’s  Office,  Sauk Rapids Police Department,  and
City of Rice Police Department started a pharmaceutical  waste
collection program to uti l ize some of these funds.

This program is designed to accept unused medication from
citizens and prevent pharmaceutical  pollution in our water.  

The pharmaceutical  disposal  boxes are located at Benton
County Sheriff ’s  Office in Foley,  Sauk Rapids Police
Department located in the City of Sauk Rapids Government
Center,  and Rice City Hall/Police Department.

1,400 LBS
OF PHARAMCETUICALS DISPOSED IN
2021

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  W A S T E
P R O G R A M

P A G E  3 4



Clean Water Fund
Well Sealing Program

This program is funded under the Clean Water Fund. The
goal is  to seal  unused, abandoned wells in Benton County

to protect groundwater quality,  human health,  and safety.  
 

An unused well  is  an open access point straight to our
groundwater,  al lowing surface water runoff ,  contaminated

water,  pollutants,  or any waste material  a direct l ink to
our drinking water sources.  This threatens the quality and
safety of everyone’s water – neighbor’s  water,  your water,

and even surrounding water.
 

Additional funding coming in 2022.  

6 WELLS
SEALED IN 2021
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2 SEPTIC
SYSTEMS
FIXED IN 2021

Clean Water Fund
Septic System Upgrade Program

T h e  M P C A  o f f e r  g r a n t s  t o  c o u n t i e s  f o r  S S T S  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t o
a s s i s t  l o w - i n c o m e  h o m e o w n e r s  w i t h  n e e d e d  S S T S  u p g r a d e s .  T h e

S S T S  b a s e  g r a n t  i s  $ 1 8 , 6 0 0  p e r  c o u n t y  f o r  c o u n t i e s  t h a t
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  S S T S  p r o g r a m .

 
 I n  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o u n t i e s .
F u n d s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  c o u n t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W a t e r  a n d
S o i l  R e s o u r c e s  ( B W S R )  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  B l o c k  G r a n t s  ( N R B G ) .

 
A d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  c o m i n g  i n  2 0 2 2 .

$26,796
AWARDED TO BENTON
COUNTY IN 2019 TO 2022.
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14 2nd Ave W Foley MN 56329 * 320-968-5300 x3
www.soi landwater .org

B e n t o n C o u n t y c o m m u n i t y ' s g r e a t e s t n e e d i n c l u d e s p r o f e s s i o n a l a d v i c e
f o r w a t e r q u a l i t y B M P s t h a t t a r g e t r e d u c i n g e x c e s s n u t r i e n t s a n d s o i l

e r o s i o n . B e n t o n S W C D w i l l c o n t i n u e t o a s s i s t l a n d o w n e r s w i t h
c o n s e r v a t i o n p l a n n i n g f o r v a r i o u s w a t e r q u a l i t y p r o j e c t s i n 2 0 2 2 .

B e n t o n S W C D w i l l c o n t i n u e t o a s s i s t l a n d o w n e r s a n d o t h e r s w i t h
d e s i g n i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g c o n s e r v a t i o n p r a c t i c e s i n c l u d i n g – e r o s i o n

c o n t r o l p r a c t i c e , s t o r m w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t , w e t l a n d r e s t o r a t i o n o r
p r o t e c t i o n p l a n s , c o n s e r v a t i o n e a s e m e n t s , C o m p r e h e n s i v e N u t r i e n t

M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s f o r l i v e s t o c k o p e r a t o r s , g r a z i n g m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s ,
i m p l e m e n t i n g c o v e r c r o p s , a n i m a l w a s t e s t o r a g e f a c i l i t i e s , a n d m o r e .

T h e s e a c t i v i t i e s w i l l h e l p k e e p e x c e s s n u t r i e n t s a n d s o i l o u t o f o u r l a k e s ,
s t r e a m s , a n d g r o u n d w a t e r .

W e w i l l c o n t i n u e w o r k i n g w i t h l a n d o w n e r s t o i m p l e m e n t b e s t
m a n a g e m e n t p r a c t i c e s a n d i n s t a l l p r o j e c t s i n L i t t l e R o c k L a k e W a t e r s h e d

t o i m p r o v e w a t e r q u a l i t y i n L i t t l e R o c k L a k e a n d s u r r o u n d i n g
w a t e r b o d i e s , a s w e l l a s c o n t i n u i n g o u r w o r k i n E l k R i v e r W a t e r s h e d t o

i m p r o v e w a t e r q u a l i t y i n M a y h e w L a k e a n d B i g E l k L a k e . W e l o o k f o r w a r d
t o o u r O n e W a t e r s h e d O n e P l a n p a r t n e r s h i p s a n d f u t u r e w a t e r s h e d

a c t i v i t i e s .

B e n t o n S W C D w i l l c o n t i n u e e f f o r t s i n e d u c a t i o n a n d o u t r e a c h t o t h e
c o m m u n i t y t o i n c r e a s e p u b l i c i n p u t a n d c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t i n

p r o t e c t i n g a n d e n h a n c i n g ou r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s .

Thank you!

Benton Soil and Water Conservation District
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https://www.soilandwater.org/



